AMARCHITRA KATHA 


MAHABHARATA-4 

The Pandavas at Hastinapura 



VEDA WASH’S EPIC ON THE BHARATA PACE WAS 
FIRST RECITED W PUBLIC, BV HIS PtSCtPLE 
VAISHAMPAHANA, AT THE BEHEST OF VVASA 
HIMSELF. 


THE RECITAL TOOK PLACE IN THE AUGUST 
PRESENCE OF KING JANAMEJA (/A - GREAT- 
GRANDSON OF THE GRANDSON OF \IVASA — 
AND THE MANH LEARNER SHOES WHO HAD 
ASSEMBLED FOR JANAMEJA UA ‘S 
SARPA SATRA. 


THE THIRD SESSION OF OUR RENDERING OF 
VAISHAMRAVANA '& RECITAL , OP VVA&A '5 
MAHABHARATA. DESCRIBED THE MARVELLOUS 
BIRTHS OF THE PANDAVAS AND THE KAURAVAS 
AND THE DEATH OF PANDU AND MAPR/. /T 
ENDED WITH THE ASCETICS OF SHATASHR/NGA 
LEAVING WITH RUNT! AND THE PANDAVAS 
FOR HASTINAPURA. 
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THE PANDAVAS AT HASTINAPURA 



HUT 

'll ' 1 




WHEN KUNTI ANP THE ENTOURAGE 
APRIVEp AT THE PORTALS OF 
THE CTTV OF HASTINAPURA, 

THE RISH/S ABKBP THE 
GUARPS TO INFORM THE 


KING OF THEIR ARRIVAL 


“the guards lost no TIME in CONVENING TNG MESSAGE. 

THE OTtZENS OF HAST!NR PURR WERE SURPRISED TO HEAR 
OF THE RRR/VRL OF THE LARGE GROUP OF R/SH/S AND BARDS. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




WCT THERE CAME BHEESHMA , DHR/TARASHTRA, VtOURA, SATNAVATI, AMBIKA, AMBAUKA, 
GANDHAR! AND OTHER LADIES OR THE ROVAL HOUSEHOLD , AMP THE SOUS OF 
DHR/TARASHTRA ADORNED WITH JEWELS AND ORNAMENTS. 


"men and women of all castes thronged 

THE STREETS; SOME ON FOOT, SOME IN 
VEHICLES, AU BASER 70 SEE THE VISITORS. 


THE CONCOURSE, THOUGH HAST, WAS 
PEACEFUL BECAUSE IT WAS 0RDERL9 AND 
FREE FROM SCUFFLE. 
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THE PANDAVAS AT HASTINAPURA 



* THEN THE OLDEST OF THE RISHIS, WITH MATTED LOCHS 
AND CLAP ONOi IN DEERSKIN, SPOKE THUS FOR ALL OF 
THEM: j—r~ - v. yv 

—5 -/ PANPU, THE KING ANP . 

/ THE sovereign chief \ ^ 

\ J bjJ OF THE KURUS,RENOUNCING U^‘ “>"% 
WORLDS PURSUITS, CAME 
| TO THE SHATASH RINQA / r WUp ' * 

\ Jt\ MOUNTAINS TO LEAP IJ tW-v^- 
T\ THE LIFE OF A ' 

Z'\J k iW BRAHMACHARI. /,w,2xr'2£ 


"THE KAURAVAS BOWED TO THE RISHIS AND THE 
CITIZENS PROSTRATED THEMSELVES BEFORE THE 
HOL9 GROUP. - —,-—-- K m«MM 


THEN 8HEESHMA 
WatDMEP THEM WITH 
BEFITTING HONOUR 
ANP PLACEP AT 
THEIR PISPOSAL 
THE WEALTH THAT 
WAS THE KINGPOM. 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 
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THE PANDAVAS AT HASTINAPURA 



^ IT IS NOW 

SEVENTEEN PAVS AFTER 
THE PEATH OF PANPU ANP 
AFTER THE SELF-IMMOLATION 
> OF MAORI ON HIS / 
P<VRE. - 


THERE LIE THE CHARREP 
REMAINS OF THE COUPLE. 
LET THE REQUIREP RITES 
BE CONPUCTEP FOR 
v THEIR SALVATION . A 


I zzmzzuz. 


x 


ANP LET RUNT I ANP 
THE SONS OF PANPU BE 
ACCORPEP ALL HONOURS 
DUE TO THEM, y 




zM^m 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 





LET CATTLE,CLOTH . 
AND PRECIOUS OEMS BE 
DISTRIBUTED FREEL4 IN 
THE NAME OF PANDU 
AND MADRI. ^ 


DO NOT GRIEVE FOR 
PANDU WHO LIVED AS A 
WORTH4 KING AND HAS 
LEFT BEHIND FIVE NOBLE 
V SONS. ^<5 


AND LET THE LAST I 
OF MAORI BE CONPUC' 
KUNTI NOULP HAVE 


' O, VIPURA j, 

I CHARGE 40 U TO 
OVERSEE THE 
FUNERAL RITES OF 
PANPU AND MADRI 
CONDUCTED BEFITTING 
THEIR REGAL 
* STATUS. 


AND THE COM PAN4 OF 
ASCETICS AND BARDS 
VANISHED, AS IF IT 
NEVER WAS, LEAVING 
THE BEHOLDERS IN 
WONDER. 






PHRtmRSSHTRti THEN SA/& TO WPURH- 






K%- ^ 
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THE PANDAVAS AT HASTINAPURA 


AFTER CONSULTING 8WEESHMA, VIDURA 
SELECTED A SACRED SPOT FOP THE LAST 
RITES OF PANPU. THE COURTIERS AND 
THE CITIZENS THEN COVERED WITH 
FLOWERS,THE BIER WHICH CARRIED THE 
REMAINS OF THE KING AND HIS CONSORT 
AND PECKED IT WITH RICH HANGINGS ' 


" WE 8/ER WAS CARRIED AtVAH PROM THE C/T9 
BH MEN, AND THE CORTEGE NAS LED 89 
PRIESTS, TO THE ACCOMPANIMENT OF DIRGE 
AND DRUMS. COMMONERS FOLLOWED THE 
CORTEGE^ LAMENTING LOUDL9: | - 



AND BHEESHMA AND 
VIPURA AND THE PANDAVAS 
TOO WEPT ALOUD. 


/ O KING, N 
WHERE HAVE 
HOU GONE,LEAVING 
US BEREFT AND 
DESOLATE? 




AND BHEESHMA AND 
VIPURA ANP THE PANDAVAS 
TOO WEPT ALOUD. 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 
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THE PANDAVAS AT HASTINAPURA 



THE Pt&TRAUQHT CRH OF KUNTt MOVE? THE HEART OF EVEN THE 8/HRS AMP BEASTS. AMP 
MAPE THE IM/6E BHEESHMA AMP l/IPURA SAP. M/TH TEAR- P/MMEP EVES THEV, ALONG 
IM/TH PHR/TARASHTRA , THE PANPAHAS AMP THE KURU LAP/ES . PERFORMED THE LAST 
CEREMOMV FOR THE PEPARTEP. 

-- = -- — 


TUE CITIZENS THEN CONSOLED THE P/STRESS 
EP SONS OF PANPU. VOL/MG AND OLP ALIKE, 
EMONLFEP IN SORROW LIKE THE RAMPAHAS, 
MOURNED WITH THEM FOR FULL TWELVE pAVS. 


THE SHRADDHA WAS COMPLETED 
BV BHEESHMA ANP KUNTI WITH 
A 6RANP FEAST ANP LAVISH 
PONATIONS. PURIFIED THUS 8H 
RITUALS, THE 8HARATAS AMP THE 
REST THEN RETURNEP TO 
HASTINAPURA. 

^ T^r—i i — T - / 1 M m . 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



* HEEDING tub WORDS OF WAS A. AND WITH THE 
APPROVAL OF BHEE&HMA. QATVAVAV ACCOMPANIED 
BH AMB/KH AND AMBAURA. WENT TO THE FOREST* 



IN DUE COURSE, WHILE 
EN6A6ED IN PROFOUND 
MEDITATION, THE 600D 
WOMEN ATTAINED MUKTI. 



* AFTER LEAPING THE LIFE OF A HOUSEHOLDER TILL THE 
, AGE OF USUALLY SO HEARS. PEOPLE LIVED IN PLACES 
A WAV FROM HUMAN HABITATIONS. EITHER ALONE OR IN 
SMALL GROUPS .GIVING UP THE COMFORTS OF LIFE IN 
PREPARATION FOR THE FOURTH STAGE — SANN VASA. 
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THE PANDAVAS AT HASTINAPURA 



ANP /AS SCATTERING POST, BHEEMASENA BERT THEM ALL . ( 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




"AND OQWN mULO COMB FRUIT, 
FRUIT-PLUCRBRS ANP ALL. 


THE 100 SONS OF DHRITARASHTRA WERE 
NO MATCH FOR ONE BHEEMA ■ HOWEVER, 
HIS DISPLAY OF RUGGED STRENGTH WAS 
PROMPTED BY CHILDISH GLEE AND NOT 
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THE PANDAVAS AT HASTINAPURA 



I SHALL THEN * 
IMPRISON HUPHISHTHIRA 
ANP ARJUNA ANP REIGN 
AS THE UNPISPUTEP 
KING. 


IN MIGHT BHEEMA 
EXCELS ALL OF US. HE WILL 
HAVE TO BE REMOVEP , 
BV CUNNING. 


"AND He SAID TO HIMSELF 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



RESOLUTE IN HIS WICKED THOUGHT, 
DURVODHANA KEPT A SHARP WATCH 
FOR AN OPPORTUNITY. AN D,0 MONARCH 
AT LENGTH HE SET UP AN ALLURING 
CAMP FOR WATER SPORTS AT 
PRAMANAKOTI ON THE BANKS OP THE 
GANGA. HE HAP IT ADORNED WITH 
RICH CLOTH HANGINGS AND 
EMBELLISHEP WITH GAY FLAGS. 
ANP THE CUISINE THERE WAS 
EQUIPPED TO SERVE FOOD AND 
DRINK OF CHOICE TASTE. 




* and when all was completed, we crafty 

PRINCE SAID TO WE PAN DA HAS: t- 



" WHEN HUDHISHTHIAA AGREED TO IT, THE PANDAMS AND THE SONS OF 
DHRtTARASHTRA PROCEEDED TO WAT SPOT, SOME IN CHARIOTS AND SOME ON ELEPHANTS. 
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THE PANDAVAS AT HASTINAPURA 



" WHEN THEY REACHED PRAMANAKOTl THEY 
DISMISSED THEIR ATTENDANTS AND ENTERED 
THE RESIDENCE. 


’THEN ADMIRED THE PRETTY DESIGNS DECORATING THE INTERIOR . 
THEN THEY LOOKED OUT Of THE WINDOWS OPENING UPON WELL-LAID 
GARDENS TULL OP FRAGRANT FLOWERS AND CLEAR FOUNTAINS AND 
PONDS DECKED WITH LOTUS BLOOMS. 


LAJLJUUJUUIU- 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



*-W£V TOOK TURNS AT FEEDING BACH 
OTHER IH/TH CHOICE DELICACIES. 


"MEANWHILE PURHODHANA HAP ALREADY 
PREPARED HEAVtlW POISONED FOOD TO KILL 
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THE PANDAVAS AT HASTINAPURA 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



“...down w me depths of the mo a* kingdom. 



* ACCORDING TO MANN SCHOLARS THE NA6A$ WERE A RACE OF PEOPLE WITH 
WHOM THE APVANS FPEEL'f At/XEO, 112 



















































































THE PANDAVAS AT HASTINAPURA 




" THE SNARE -POISON ACTED AS AN 
ANTIDOTE AND BHEEMA REGAINED BIS 


"HE SNAPPED THE REEDS THAT BOUND BIN AND... 


THE NA6AS ATTACKED B/M BN THE THOUSANDS AND BIT 
HIM, RELEASING THE DBA DVT POISON FROM THEIR FANGS. 


113 


















































































































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



MP RPSHEP TO VA6UM THEIR R/NG ANP 


' 0 KING, 

THERE IS A MAN 
WHO HAS SUNK 
TO OUR LAND. 


WE GUESS THAT HE 
WAS POISONED. HE WAS 
FETTERED AND INERT 
WHEN WE SAW HIM. HE 
WOKE UP WHEN WE BIT 
v HIM. 


THEN HE FREED HIMSELF 
AND ATTACKED US. 
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THE PANDAVAS AT HASTINAPURA 



VASUKI SET OUT WITH HIS 
RETINUE, AMONG THEM WAS 
ONE NAMEP ARVAKA WHO 
WAS THE GRANDFATHER OF 
KUNTI'S FATHER. 


“-H6 ZMBRACaO M/M. 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 


9 msuw was pleased m know wm baeema was amp asked a am aka : 
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THE PANDAVAS AT HASTINAPURA 



' THEN SHEEMA SAT FACING THE EAST REAP9 
TO fMBIBE WE ESSENCE, ,—i—n- 


WHEN VASUKl SAVE 
HIS ASSENT, THE 
SERPENTS PREPARED 
BHEEMA FOR THE 
CEREMONV. 


" ANP THUS PtP HE FINISH EIGHT OF THEM .ONE 
AFTER the OTHER, fl-III I It IT 


" HE F/N/SHEP THE CONTENTS OF ONE 
VESSEL AT ONE GULP. \ - 


THEN HE LAW HIMSELF POINN ON the SPECIAL 8EP THE NAG AS HAP MAPE FO R HIM. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



MEANWHILE, AFTER HAVING HAP THEIR SURFEIT 
OF PL AW, WE PANDAVAS AND KAURAVAS LEFT 
THE CAMP. |- | ■ , — .I 


THE PANAMAS BELIEVED THAT SHEEN! A 
HAD GONE AHEAD OF THEM, AND 
DURWOPHANA WAS FULL OF GLEE THAT 
BHEEMA WAS HOT WITH WEM.\ - 


THE HONEST VUDHISHTHJRA, 

0 MONARCH, BELIEVER OTHERS TO 
BE AS HONEST AS HIMSELF. 




piSV, \ 


-- 



. \ IA 

1 mk V | 






r 

IP 
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THE PANDAVAS AT HASTINAPURA 


r THEREFORE* WHEN HE REACHEP THE PALACE, HE $A/p TO H/S MOTHER: 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



A LONG LIFE HAS 
BEEN PREDICTED FOR 
HOUR SONS. THEREFORE 
BHEEMA WILL CERTAINLY 
V RETURN, y 


THE WISE VIDURA REASSURE!? 
KUNTI THUS, AND RETURNED 
HOWE. BUT KUNTI WAS STILL 
TORMENTED B H ANXIETV. m 




DURVOPHANA 
HATES HIM AND HE 
IS RECKLESS AND 
_ SPITEFUL. 


THEN 

SAID: 


SHE SUMMONED mURA AND 


0 1/fDURA, 

BHEEMA IS MISSING 
ALL THE OTHERS 
HAVE GOME > 
^ BACK. / 


i //dura replied: 


HIS GREED FOR 
THE THRONE MIGHT 
EVEN HflWE PROMPTED 
HIM TO MURDER 
;x.. MV SON. 


O GOOD WOMAN, 

DO NOT SPEAK IN THIS 
MANNER. IF HOU ACCUSE 
PURHODHANA, HE MAH 
TURN ON HOUR OTHER 
SONS ALSO. ^ 
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THE PANDAVAS AT HASTINAPURA 



PERFORM HOUR \= 

ABLUTIONS and go back r 
TO HOUR BROTHERS WHO/ 
ARE DI6TRESSEP AT / 

>, 40UR ABSENCE. J. ' 


AU WE MIGHTIER FOR 


"ANP TUB MAGAS SA/P TO HIM 


VOU HAVE ACQUIRED THE 
STRENGTH OF THOUSANDS 
OF ELEPHANTS. VOU WILL 
BE INVINCIBLE IN BATTLE. 


" Wf/V HE ACCEPTED AMP RETURNED 

THE HOMAGE ANP BENEDICTION OF WE NAGAS 


BHEEMA, PURE AFTER 
THE BATH, WEARING 
WHITE CLOTHES ANP 

decked in ornaments 

ANP GARLANDS,ATE 
THE EXQUISITE FOOD 
SERVED 67 THE NAGAS. 


"meanwhile bheema rose from m/s sleep on the eighth PAM, 

THE POTENT ESSENCE WHICH me NAP IM8I8EP. 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 
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THE PANDAVAS AT HASTINAPURA 



"MOVEP B9 THE CLOSE REFECTION FOR EACH 
OTHER THE PPNPHVRS HP HEP THEtR OrOOP 
FORTUNE. |-r-iT-fFl 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


THE PANPAVAS THENCEFORTH 
LEP A PRUPENT LIFE ANP IN 
THIS THEV WERE HELPEP BV 
API/ICE FROM VIPURA. 


PURVODHANA PERSISTEPIN PLOTTING 
THE PEATH OF THE PANPAVAS BUT 
HIS ATTEMPTS WERE FOILEP BV 
VUyUTSU( PHRITARASHTRA'S SON BV 
A VAISHVA WOMAN ) WHO IN HIS 
I LOVE FOR THE PANPAVAS CAUTIONER 
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ENTER DRONA 



VEDA WASH ‘S EPIC ON THE SHE RATA RACE 
WAS FIRST RECITED IN PUBLIC. BV MS 
DISCIPLE VAISHAMPAUANA, AT THE BEHEST 
Of THE AGELESS SEER WASH HIMSELF. 


MAHABHARATA-5 

Enter Drona 


THE RECITAL POOR PLACE IN THE AUGUST 
PRESENCE OF RING •JANAMEJAHA — 
GREAT- ORAN PS ON OF THE GRANDSON OF 
WASA— ANP THE MANV LEARNED SAGES 
WHO HAP ASSEMBLED FOR JAMH)BIA9A‘$ 
SARPA SATRA. 


7HE FOURTH SESSION OF OUR RENDERING 
OF VAtSHAMPAWNA'S RECITAL OF WASA‘S 
MAH A BHARAT A BEGAN WITH THE ARRIVAL 
OF RUNTI ANP THE PANPAVAS AT 
HAST/NAPL/P.Ai WENT ON TO DESCRIBE THE 
GROWING ANIMOSITY OF THE RAURAVA 
PURYODHANA TOWARDS MS COUSINS THE 
PANPAVAS; AND ENDED WITH DHRtTARASH - 
TRA J THE FATHER OF PURYOPHANA. PLACING 
ALL THE PRINCES UNDER THE TUTELEGE 
OF RR/PACHARYA. 






I 


<r<^ 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



O SAGE, TELL 
ME OF KRIPA 
ANP HOW HE 
ACQUIRED HIS 
WEAPONS. 


1 * 5 .' 




0 MONARCH, KRIPA, ANP HIS TWIN 
SISTER, KRIPI , WERE BORN IN A 
CLUMP OF REEP FROM THE SEED 
OF SHAPAPWAN, THE SON OF 
GAUTAMA. ONE OF SHANTANU'S MEN 
FOUND THE TWINS ANP BROUGHT 
THEM TO THE PALACE, WHERE 
THE KINS REAPED THEM AS HIS 
OWN CHILDREN. 


pm 


194 


f* 


' AND LATER WHEN SHARADWAN, AN EXCELLENT 
tN/ELPER OF WEAPONS HIMSELF, LEARNT WHERE 
THE TWINS WERE, HE CAME TO SHANTANU'S 
PALACE... 


" • ■ • AND BECAME KRIPA‘S INSTRUCTOR 
/N THE SCIENCE OF WEAPONS. 
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ENTER DRONA 



DRONA SPRANG 
FROM THE SEEP 
OF THE MIGHTY 
GAGE BHARAPWAJA, 
AND HE WAS 
NAMED PRONA 
BECAUSE HE WAS 
BORN IN ONE. 


^fclM af* 


KRIPA MASTEREP THE SkJLLS AND /A! TiME 
TAUGHT THEM TO THE HAURAVAS, THE PANDAVASj 
THE YAPAVAS ANP MANH OTHER PRINCES iATHO 
CAME THERE FROM OTHER R/NGPOMS. i -— 






BUT BHEESHMA, WHO 
WANTED ONLy THE 
BEST OF WARRIORS AS 
GURU FOR HIS GRAND¬ 
SONS, appointed 

PRONA AS THEIR 
INSTRUCTOR. 


O SAGE, TELL ME 
OF DRONA ANP 
HOW HE GAINED 
HIS SKILLS. HOW 
DID HE COME TO 
THE LAND OF THE 
KURUS? TELL ME 
IN DETAIL. 

WE 


BHARADWAJA HAD 
IMPARTED THE 
SECRET OF THE 
F1ERV AGNEYA 
MISSILE TO THE 
GREAT RISHI 
AGNIVESHA HIM¬ 
SELF. 


THE FIRE-BORN 
RISHI IN TIME 
TAUGHT DRONA 
THE SECRET OF 
THAT MISSILE 
ANP MANY OTHER 
MISSILES. 


% 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



" AROUNP THE SEME TIME. BHAPAPWAJA TOO 
P/EP ; ANp PRONA. MOW R FLAWLESS SCHOLAR 
OF THE VEPAS. MARRIEP RR/PL THE DAUGHTER 
OF SHARAPWAN ANP THE SISTER OF HR!PA. 

—?—r 


"IN T/ME. A SON WAS BORN TO THEM 
ANP THE MOMENT HE WAS BORN , HE 
NEIOHEP LIKE THE CELESTIAL STEEP 
UCHCHA/SHPAVAS. ANP AS HIS CRY ROSE 
TO THE SKIES. A VOICE FROM THE 
REALMS ABOVE SAID: 
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ENTER DRONA 



" WEN 0 MONARCH, DRONA LEARNT THAT PARASHURAMA ,, THE SON 
OR JAMAPAGNt, SUPREME IN LEARNING AS IN WARFARE, AND 
THE SCOURGE OR HIS ENEMIES, WAS OWING A WAV HIS 
ACQUISITIONS TO DESERVING BRAHMAN AS. MOVED 8V HOPE 
AND AMBITION , DRONA SET OUT FOR THE MAHENDRA 
MOUNTAINS WHERE THE SAGE DWELT, j 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




PARASHURAMA ASSENTED ANP GAVE 
HIS WEAPONS AND THEIR SECRETS TO 
DRONA. AND> EXULTING AT THE MARTIAL 
WEALTH IN HIS POSSESSION, PRONA 
REMEMBERED HIS OLD FRIEND 
PRUPADA. 


DRONA REPLIED 


' I AM A 
SUPPLIANT FOR 
YOUR IMMENSE 
WEALTH. 


PARASHURAMA SA/P 


I HAVE ALREADY 
DONATED ALL MY GOLD 
AND LAND. NOW LEFT 
ARE MY WEAPONS 
AND MY BOD/. y 


CHOOSE, 
DRONA. WHICH 
, ONE WOULD 

a /ou have? 


AND DRONA PROMPTLY ANSWERED, 


0 SAGE,GIVE ME 
THE WEAPONS AMP 
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ENTER DRONA 



BUT THE CHIEF OF THE PHHCHHLHG^ IHTOXICATEP 
WEALTH HA/P POWER, ONLH SCOWLED 
BNP SHtp: J 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




" DRONA, AS HE USTENEP TO THE H/ORPS 
OF DROPf)DA, WAS FULEP W/TH RAGE, 



' REEPINO THE REV!UNOS OF THE PARCH A LA 
R/NG /A/ M/NP, HE TORNEP H/S STEPS TOWARDS 
HAST/NAPORA AND THE HORNS' 





132 














































































































ENTER DRONA 



v AT HASVNAPURA, DRONA WITH HR/PI AND 
ASHWATTHAMA, LIVED UNKNOWN AND 
UNANNOUNCED FOR MANY /EARS IN THE HOUSE OF 
HR!PA t HIS BROTHER-1N-L AIN. ■— r - 


"AND THEN, ONE DAY, THE PRINCES OF 
HAST/NAPURA CAME OUT OF THE CITY TO 
PLAY V/TA-DANDA. r- 


MS** 




" IN NILE THEY WERE PLAY/HU, THE VITA FELL INTO ^ rt> \ 
A DEEP DRY WELL . I--- rw ;- 1 *3 


V//£y immediately surrounded him and the 

BRAHMANA , WHO WAS NONE OTHER THAN 
DRONA, SAID : r—-— 


" 77 /e/ mere unable to retrieve it 
AND LOOPED ABOUT\ SHAMEFACED AND 
HELPLESS. INHEN THEY SPOTTED A 
BRAHMAN A . i- m «am »— 


THE DESCENDANTS OF \ 
BHARATA AT A LOSS TO 
RECOVER THEIR VI TA J FIE ON 
YOUR KSHATRIYA VALOUR. 
*ANP FIE ON YOUR ' / 

I ARCHERY* 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



"AND ORON ft THREW HIS P/NO DOWN 
INTO THE WELL, p 


" THEN 1UDHISHTHIRA THE ELDEST 
PANDA I/A Sft/D: 




" DRONft ON/./ SMILED AND. UPROOTING ft 
CLUMP Of REED. SAID: | 
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ENTER DRONA 




GO TO BHEESHMA 
ANP PESCRIBE ME AND 
MY ACTIONS EXACTLY AS 
YOU HAVE WITNESSED, 
HE WILL KNOW 
v ME. 


NOW I WILL PIERCE 
ONE REEP WITH ANOTHER, 
ANP THAT WITH ANOTHER, 
AND WITH THE CHAIN THUS 
MADE TAKE 70UR VITA y 
OUT. / 


" AND WHEN PRONA BROUGHT THE I//TA OUT, 
THE PRINCES OPENED THEIR EVES WIPE IN 
iNOHPER AND SNIP: 


WE SALUTE YOU, 
O brahmana. SUCH 

PROWESS IS UNIQUE 
WHO ARE YOU? WHAT 


" AND THE/ SHIP: 


" PRONfi REPLIED. 


" DRONA P/ERCEP THE RING WITH AN ARROW 
FROM HIS BOW, ANP BROUGHT IT OUT OF 


-AND CAIMLH GAVE IT TO 
THE ASTOUNPEP PRINCES. 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 
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ENTER DRONA 



foolep into eeuewNO that me prank 

M/LR THE BOV (NALL CMllPtSH INNOCENCE 
PANCEP JOYFULLY CRYING; i _ 


( HAVE DRUNK MILK! 
| HAVE PRUNK MILK' 


'SOME OF M/S PLAYMATES TEMPTER MY 
SON WTO PRINKING A MIXTURE OF RICE 
FLOUR AND WATER. , -r-r-^-- 





/ NEARP PEOPLE REMARK. 


' shame on prowa who X 

POES NOT STRIVE TO ACQUIRE ' 
WEALTH. WHOSE SON THIRSTING 
FOP MILK DRINKS A Ml/TORE 
OF FLOUR ANP WATER ANP / 
VET DANCES FOR A 

. JOY ’ Jm. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


/ m JS BESIDE MYSELF,,0 BHEESHMA 
so / TOOK my WIFE and went FULL of 
HOPE 70 THE Him OF THE PANCHALAS 


F" 


r REMEMBERING OUR FRIENDSHIP AND HIS 
[SWEETLY-SPOKEN PROMISES , / WENT TO HIM 
WITH THE CONFIDENCE OF A FRIEND. 






1 1 

nn 



Cf>ST MB 0FF WITH P SCORNFUL LAUGH AS ^F~nVEREAlOWC^ 

SEQGfift, - 
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ENTER DRONA 



' AND 8HEESHMA GAVE PROHA A NOUSE popxppyy 
PROVIDED IN/TH ALL COMFORTS END FlLLEp 
WITH GRAINS ANP OTHER WEALTH 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



PRONA JOYFULLY ACCEPTED THE PRINCES 
AND_ THEN SAID TO THEM: \ -^r— 

jUj^T If I HAVE A PARTICULAR \ 

/ AIM. PROMISE ME THAT | 
YOU WILL ACCOMPLISH I 
IT WHEN I TRANSFORM M 

you into expert JjL 

'■• :| - -X. WARRIORS. jS W 


WHILE THE OTHER RURU PRINCES 
REMAINED SILENT, ARJUNA PROMISED JO 
ACCOMPLISH IT , IRRESPECTIVE OF INHAT IT 
WPS. PNP PRONA CLASPED HIM TO HIS 
BOSOM ANp SHED TEARS OF JOY. 


ARJUNA KNEW THIS. SO, 
TO KEEP ABREAST OF THE 
SON OF HIS GURU, HE WOULD 
INVOKE THE VARUNA 
MISSILE TO FILL HIS PO>, 
ANP WOULD RETURN AT 
THE SAME TIME AS 
ASHWATTHRMA. 


ANP, O MONARCH, WHEN ALL 


THEN THE VALOROUS PRONA 
IMPARTEP HIS KNOWLEDGE 
OF WEAPONS, BOTH WORLPLI 
AND OCCULT, TO THE PANDAVAS. 
AMO ALONG WITH THE PRINCES 
OF THE NEIGHBOURING 
KINGDOMS, KARNA THE 
FOSTER-SON OF WE CHARIOTEER 
ALSO CAME TO HIM. 


THE DISCIPLES WERE GIVEN 
WATERPOTS FOR PROCURING 
PRINKING WATER, 
ASHWATTHAMA WAS GIVEN 
A POT WITH A WIPER MOUTH, 

TO ENABLE HIM 70 FILL IT 
FAST ANP RETURN EARLY. 

ANP IN THAT PER/OP PRONA ^ 
WOULD IMPART SPECIAL 
. SKILLS TO HIS SON. Jl' 


DON’T EVER 61 YE 
APJUNA HIS FOOD 
IN TME PARK, AND 
DON'T FELL HIM 
THAT I HAVE TOLD 
, you THIS. y 


' ANP BEHOLPfNG THIS STEADFAST DEVOTION OF 
ARJUNA TO ARCHERY, PRONA SUMMONED THE 
COOK AND TOLD HIM: et -njh—l ii il f °V | h7~rir 







HR 



ir 


pl^l 




TO 
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ENTER DRONA 


A FEW PAYS LATER, IT 30 HAPPENED 
■ THAT WHILE ARJUNA WAS AT HIS PINNER; 
I AWIND AROSE ANP PUT OUT THE CAMP. 



8UT ARJUNA CONTtNUEP TO EAT, HIS 
HANP REACHING HIS MOUTH 8V FORCE OF 
HABIT. 



“ AND REALIZING SUDDENLY THE 
POTENTIAL OF HABITS 



" • ■ • ARJUNA STARTED PRACTISING WITH HIS BOW 
/N THE DARK. PRONA HEARD THE TWANG OF THE 
BOW-STRING AT N/GHT ANP GOING UP TO 
ARJUNA^— 



CLASPED HIM IN 
AFFECTION ANP SAID: 


V MARK MN 

WORDS. I SHALL 

make you 

UNEQUALLED AMONG 
THOSE WHO WIELD 
THE BOW. 



THUS STARTED THE LESSONS 
FOR ARJUNA, IN COMBATS ANP 
FIGHTS ON THE GROUNP OR 
ASTRIDE ANIMALS OR RIDING A 
CHARIOT, WITH WEAPONS AS 
DIVERSE AS 7HE MACE> THE 
SPEAR,THE SWORD AND THE DART. 




v=% 


ANP AS FAME OF APJUNAS 
PROWESS SPREAD, MANY FROM 
FAR ANP NEAR FLOCKED TO PRONA 
TO BE INSTRUCTED. ONE AMONG 
THEM WAS EKALAVYA, TUB SON 
JOF A N/SHADA KING 


Y>> ■ 

r\ 


7 : 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




■•■AND PRACTISE!? ARCHERY BEFORE 
IT N/TN UNSWERVING DILIGENCE AND 
INTENSE DEVOTION, i-~r- -sp- - 


PRONA , NOIN EVER , /N DEFERENCE 
TO THE STATUS OF THE RUPU 
PRINCES AND AINA RE OF THE 
OF RIGHT CONDUCT, D/D NOT 
ACCEPT HIM AS HIS PUPIL. 
W3 






l- 


BUT GHALAVYA PA/P HOMAGE 
70 PRO HP BY TOUCH/HO THG 
GURUS FEET INITH HIS HEAD 


■■■AND THEN WENDED HIS WAY INTO 
THE FOREST. THERE HE MADE A CLAY 
IMAGE OF DRON 


ANP BEFORE LONG .BECAUSE 
OF HIS EXCEPTIONAL 
REVERENCE FOR HIS GURU 
ANP HIS DEVOTION TO HIS 
GOAL. HE EXCELLED IN 
ALL THE VARIOUS 
ASPECTS OF ARCHERY. 
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ENTER DRONA 



'* THEN ONE PAY. THE KURU PRINCES CAME TO THAT 
FOREST ON A HUNT FOLLOtNEP BY THEIR ATTENPANTQ 
ANP A POQ. L» ) - mtkhMM ife - 


" EKALAVVA THEREUPON SENT SEVEN APRONS IN 
QUICK SUCCESSION INTO THE POO'S MOUTH. 


" THE POQ, STRAYING FROM THE GROUP, CAME 
UPON EKALAVVA ANP BEGAN TO BARK LOUPU. 


& 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 






THE PANPAl/AS LEAR NT ALL 
ABOUT HIM AND, RETURNING 
HOME, NARRATED TO PRONA 
THE unexpected TURN OF 
EVENTS IN THE FOREST. 
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ENTER DRONA 




0 BRAVE ONE, 

IF YOU REALLY ARE 
MY PUPIL, GIVE ME 
MY GURU-PAKSHINA 


' PRONA REFLECTEP FOR SOME TIME AMP, IN A 
RESOLUTE MOVE, WENT TO THE NISH A PA PRINCE 
TAKING ARJUNA WITH HIM. ANP THERE HE SAW 
EKALAVYA OF UNKEMPT APPEARANCE ANP 
DETERMINED WILL, « ■ — - . , . ^ 


- 




5r 




" AS SOON AS EKALAVYA SAW HIS GURU, 
HE WENT FORWARP ANP PROSTRATEP 
HIMSELF AT HIS FEET. 


" THEN JOINING HIS HANP& IN REVERENCE HE 
STOOP BEFORE HIM. ANP PRONA SAlP: 


ARJUNA PONPEREP FOR LONG OVER 
EKALAI/YA'S SKILL ANP THEN , IN A PRIVATE 
AUP/ENCE WITH HIS WELL-LOVEP GURU > SA/P: 


CLASPING ME TO 
YOUR BOSOM, YOU 
HAP PREDICTEP THAT 
YOU WOULD MAKE 
ME THE FOREMOST 
OF YOUR DISCIPLES 


THEN THAT 
ANOTHER PUPIL 
OF YOURS, THIS 
SON OF THE 
NISHAPA KING, IS 
SUPERIOR 


145 


















































AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



GRATtF/Ep AT WESE WORPS, SKA LAW A 
SA/p /// REPLY: I—■ mi | Mill 


0 WISE PRECEPTOR, > 
| HAVE NOTHING WITH 
/VIE WHICH IS NOT FOR 
MY GREAT GURU. 


AT THESE CRUEL WORPS OF 
PRONA, EkTALAV/A WHO WAS 
STEADFAST IN THE PATH OF 
TRUTH, CUT OFF HIS RIGHT 
THUMB; ANP CHEERFUL AS 
EVER, GAVE IT TO PRONA. 


I AFTER THIS, THE Ni SHAPA 
PRINCE PRACTISED SHOOTING 
““ ARROWS WITH HIS TOUR 
FINGERS BUT NEVER 
‘••i REGAINED HIS EARLIER 
,J AGILITY. 


ANP PROA/A SA/P: 
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ENTER DRONA 



OF PRONA‘S PUPILS, 7WO BECAME EXPERTS 

W the use of me mace, thesb were 

PURYODHANA THE PAURAVA AND BHEEMA THE 
PAA/DAVA. TMEO WERE, HOWEVER, ALWAYS 
JEALOUS OF EACH OTHER. r —-——, 

TJZ - J -T J - J \\ LJ 


ASIWATTMAMA EXCELLEP IN WE 
MNOWiEP&E OF ESOTERIC WEAPONS 
WHILE mKttLA AN£> SANA&am WERE 
IN WE FOREFRONT OF SWORPSMEN . 










lllli_^ 


^ f < 4 ^ 3 

^h\ mahm. ’■ 

^ fcgggggf 


"AA /0 VU 0 H/SHW/PA SURPASSED 
EVERYONE AS A CHARfOTEER. i- 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



' TAKE UP 
YOUR BOWS AND 
ARROWS AT ONCE 
AND BE READY 
TO SEVER THE 
HEAD OF THAT 
. BIRD. A 


BUT ARJUNA ALONE WAS VERSATILE IN HIS SKILLS. 

IN INTELLIGENCE, IN CONCENTRATION, IN STRENGTH, 

IN PRESENCE OF MIND AND IN DEVOTION TO HIS GURU, 
HE WAS ABOVE ALL OTHERS. THUS THOUGH THE 
INSTRUCTION WAS THE SAME FOR ALL , ARJUNA LEFT 
ALL OTHERS BEHIND, AND BECAME JUSTLY FAMOUS 
THROU6HOUT THE LAND. 

-*r>iCN-=—1 1 - vt, ■ w A 


ALL 


TUB 


SUMMONING 


" WHEN THE PR/NCES HAG 
LEARNT ALL THAT WAS TO BE 
TAUGHT , PRONAWISHING TO 
TEST THEIR PROWESS , HAP A 
WOOPEN B/RP PLACEP AS A 
TARGET ON THE TOP OF THE TREE. 


SA/P 


SPOT, 


PR/NCES 


HE 
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ENTER DRONA 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 
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ENTER DRONA 



TNGN PROM SR IP 70 ARJUNA W/TH R SMILE 


THAT IS THE 
TARGET AND YOU 
MUST HIT IT. TAKE 
YOUR STANCE AND 
LET FLY THE ARROW 
WHEN I GIVE THE 
. ORPER. 


■' ARJUNA TOOK A/S STANCE. AND DRONA 
ASKED A/M: |- 7 ------ 


ARJUNA REPLIED. 


I SEE ONLY 
THE BJRP. 
ANP NEITHER 
THE TREE 
v NOR YOU. 


I SEE ONLY *9 
THE HEAP OF THE 
BIRP BUT NOT m 

its eopy. * ffl 


'PLEASED INITA H/S ANSWER .PRORA 
SAID AGAIN: r -^---- 


ARJUNA SAID 


IF YOU SEE 
THE BIRP, THEN 
PESCRIBE IT 
TO ME- 


*1^: T^TTf5r JTSIEn^nfr^rs^rT 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 



mB GtAPPENEP THE HEART OF 
PRQm ANO HE GAVE THE OROER . 


THE ARROW FLEW FROM ARJUA/A'S BOW**, 


SH 00 


H/T THE HEAP OF THE 
WOOPEH 3/RP... ANp 
BROUGHT /T POINN. 


"ANP PRONE HELP ARJUNA CLOSE ANP 
THOUGHT THAT PRUPAPA WAS AS GOOP AS 
VAHGU/SHEP.jfW* -,- m - 
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ENTER DRONA 



AS PROM ft ENTERED THE STREAM A 
HUGE CROCOP/LE SEIZED A/M BY THE 
THIGH. - - 


SLAY THIS 
MONSTER,AND 
SAVE ME! 


EVEN AS HE SPORE, ARJUNA H/T THE MONSTER WITH 
F/VE SHARP ARROWS WHILE THE OTHER P/SC/PLES 
STOOP STILL IN SHOCK ANP CONFUSION. -■ - 


" THOUGH HE WAS CAPABLE OF FREEING 
H/MSELF , HE CALLEP OUT /N 
APPARENT ALARM: fa--r —3 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



THIS WEAPON IS UNIQUE 
IN ALL THE THREE WORLDS. 
therefore you must KEEP 
YOUR MlNP ANP BOPY IN 
CONTROL WHEN YOU V 
V RECEIVE IT. 


IMMENSELY PLEASED HE SAID TO 
ARJUNA: 




'* ARJUNA *& ARROWS CUT 
MONSTER INTO R/ECES ANP 
DRONA WAS SET FREE. 
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ENTER DRONA 




'ARJUNt 9 RECE/VEP THE GREET WEAPON IN ALL HUMILITY 
ANP VO WEE THAT HE WOULP AB/PE BY THE PRECEPTS OF 
THE GURU. PRONA ONCE AGAIN SA/P TP HIM: i- 


" IN THIS WORLD 

there will be no 

ONE EQUAL TO YOU 
AS AN ARCHER. YOU 
SHALL BE INVINCIBLE 
. ANP FAMOUS. 


THUS ENPS THE FIFTH SESSION OF OUR RENPER/NG 
OF VA/SHAMPAYANA’S RECITAL OF VYASA'S 
IMMORTAL /T/HASA, THE MAHABHARATA. 


SO DIO DRONA ACQUIRE,SELECT, 
AND TRAIN DISCIPLES WHO WOULD 
ASSIST HIM IN AVENGING THE 
INSULT OF DRUPADA, HIS CHILD¬ 
HOOD FRIEND. 




THIS IS NOT TO BE 
USED AGAINST ANY 
HUMAN BEING. IF USED 
ON COMMON FOES IT 
GOULD SET AFIRE THE 
WHOLE UNIVERSE. 
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AMARCHITRA KATHA 



Mahabharata-6 

ENTER KARNA 


THE RECITAL TOOK PLACE IN THE AUGUST 
PRESENCE OE KING JAMMEVAVA — 
GREAT'GRANDSON OF WE GRANDSON OF 
WAS A — PND THE MANU LEARNED SAGES 
WHO HAP ASSEMBLED FOR ■JANAM&JA9A ‘S 
SARPA 6 ATP A , 


THE FIFTH SESSION OF OUR RENDERING 
OF VAISHPMPAWNA*S RECITAL OP WASH'S 
MAHABHARATA SPOKE OF MOW drona 
SCORNED SV DRUPADA THE RING OF 
PANCHALA , CAME TO NAS TINRPURA ; OF HOW 
8HEESHAAA APPOINTED HIM GURU OF WE 
PRINCES; AND OF HOW ARJUNA BH H/S 
PROWESS IN ARMS BECAME THE GURU'S 
FAVOURITE\ TO THE CHAGRIN OF HARNA 


r r 

:v 


VEDA VNASAS EPIC ON THE &HARATA 
RACE WAS FIRST RECITED IN PUBLIC, BHMS 
DISCIPLE VAfSHAMPAVANA, AT THE BEHEST 
OF THE AGELESS SEER WASH HIMSELF. 
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ENTER KARNA 



O MONARCH, WHEN PRONA KNEW 
THAT THE SONS OF DHRITARASHTRA 
AND PANPU HAP MASTEREP THE 
MARTIAL ARTS, HE APPRE5SEP THE 
BLIND KINO IN THE PRESENCE OF 
BHEESHMA, VIPURA, OTHER KURU 
ELPERSANP KRIRA • 


r O KING OF THE KURUS/ 
THE PRINCES HAVE 
COMPLETED THEIR COURSE 
OF STUPIES- THEV SHALL 
EXHIBIT THEIR SKILLS AT 
K TOUR COMMAND, 


THE PLEASEP TO HEAR THIS, SAID. 


VOU HAVE ACHIEVEP A 
NOBLE TASK. NOW TOU CHOOSE 
THE TIME) AND THE PLACE 
. FOR THE TOURNAMENT. > 


WISE VIPURA, LET 
PREPARATIONS BE MAPE 
AS PRONA WOULD HAVE 
THEM, ANP I SHALL BE 
v PLEASED. v 


fAH HEART, 
HEAV^ WITH 
BLINDNESS, LONGS 
TO SEE THE 
VALOROUS PEEPS 
OF m CHILDREN AS 
THOSE BLESSED 
WITH SIGHT WOULD 
^ BE DOING. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 


PROHA MEASURED OUT A PIECE OF 
SUITABLE LAND AND HAD IT SANCTIFIED 
RT AN AUSPICIOUS 7 7ME. THERE THE 
CRAFTSMEN BUILT PAVILIONS FOR THE 
RONALTV: AND WEALTH*/ CITIZENS HAD 
TENTS PITCHED FOR THEMSELVES. 



a ON THE DAN OF THE TOURNAMENT, 

THE RING MADE HIS ENTRH ACCOMPANIED 
BV BHEE6HMA „ RRtPA AND THE RETINUE 
OF MINISTERS. 


" THEN CAME GANDHAR! AND RUNT/ AND 
OTHER IMPERIAL WOMEN WITH TUBR RETINUE 
OF MAIDS. 
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ENTER KARNA 



AND MEN AND WOMEN OF DIVERSE STATIONS 
AND ORDERS, EAGER TO WITNESS THE FEATS 
OF THE PRINCES, THRONGED THE SPOT TILL IN 
A SHORT WHILE THERE GATHERED A VAST 
ASSEMBLE. I III . . . ST-r-rr - 


UUULfU 




THEN DRONA, CLAD IN WHITE, ENTERED THE 
ARENA ACCOMPANIED 89 HIS SON. 
ASHWATTHAMA. r-II I-- 


AFTER DRONA HAD CONDUCTED THE ACT OF 
CONSECRATION, SOME MEN CARR9/N0 WEAPONS 
MADE THEIR ENTR9. IXT3JX maAUklAMMXM. mTFStii 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



WELL 

PONEf 


WELL 

DONE 


" ANP THEN THOSE MAGNIFICENT PRINCES CANE UP, 

IN ORPER OF APE, IN/TH YUPH/SHTHlRA AT WEIR HEAP. 


ANP THE SPECTATORS EXCLAIMEP• 


"EVEN AS THEN P/SPLAYEP THEIR EQUESTRIAN 
SHILLS THE PRINCES HIT TARGETS IAHTH ARROWS 
THAT CARRfEP 7HE/R NAMES. 
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ENTER KARNA 




" THEY FOUGHT, MOVING NOW TO THE LEFT, 
NOW TO THE RIGHT, NOW A V A CIRCLE ANP 
NOW ALL OILER, ORE TWO ENRAGEP 
ELEPHANTS. ANP {//DURA PESCRIBEP each 
MOVE TO PHRITARASHTRA ANP HUNT/ TO 
GANPHAR /. 1- ■ 


WITH THE SWORD AND THE 
BUCKLER, O MONARCH, THEY 
REVEALED THROUGH 
WELL-WROUGHT BODIES 
THEIR FIRM STANCE, 
STRONG GRIP AND 
NIMBLE TURNS. 

- J 


'PROGRESSIVELH THE PRINCES EXHIBITEP THEIR 
SKILL IN ARCHERY, /N CHARIOT RALLIES, IN 
F/OHTS ASTR/PE ELEPHANTS ANP HORSES, ANP 
IN FREE -HANP COMBATS. LAST OF ALL THEY 
P/SPLAYEP THEIR SWORDSMANSHIP. 


" fiNP THEN THE CONSTANT RIVALS, BHEEMA ANP PURYOPHANA, MOVEP INTO THE 
ARENA. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




HERE COMES ARJUNA X 
WHO IS DEARER TO ME THAN 
MV SON I HE IS THE SON OF 
INPRA^ IS SUPREME IN ALL 
MARTIAL ARTS ANP a 
EQUALS VISHNU IN ^ 
VALOUR. ^ 


“ashwatthama rushed into the 

AREATA AND RESTRAINED THE TWO 
WARRIORS. 


“then drona came /nto the arena ANP „ 

ORDERING THE MUSIC TO BE STOPPED , SA>P IN 
A RIND/NO VOICE: 


THE FIGHT BETWEEN THE TWO SPLIT 
THE CROWD. SOME CHEERED ONE, SOME 
THE- OTHER . ] - 


“AND PERCEIVING THIS , THE CLEVER 
DRONA SAID TO HTS SON: 

STOP THE TWO SRAVE 
FIGHTERS LEST THE 
CROWP SHOULP GET 
INTOXICATED BV PARTISAN 
SPIRITS. 
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ENTER KARNA 



THIS IS THE SON 
OF EIGHTH JNPRAf 


THE THIRD 
PANDA VA\ 


THIS IS THE SON 
OF KtINTII 


HAV/NC f INVOKE? PANNE GRACE, APJUNA > 
CLAP (N GtOLPEN COAT OR MAIL, STOOP LIKE 
A CLOCfP SET ABLAZE 8H THE EVENING 
SUN. THE OBLIGATE? CROWD HAILED HIM 
EXCLAIMING; T- T ---" 


HE IS THE 
REDEEMER OF 
THE KURUS' 


"these loud exclamations brought 

TEARS OF JOH TO KUNTl'S EVES, ANO MADE 
DHR/TARASHTRA ENQUIRE OF VtpURA: 



arjuna.the SON 
OF PANPU, HAS 
ENTERED THE 
. LISTS, , 


AND PHR/TARASHTRA SAID 


7 - 


THE THREE FLAM/NG SONS, 
SPRUNG FROM THE SACRED 
FUEL THAT IS KUNTJ,BRING 
ME LUCK, ELATION AND 
v. PROTECTION. V 


V/DURA REPLIED: 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



'once the excitement op tub croia/p hup 

SUBS!PEP, ARJUNA BEGAN TV P/S PL A 6 / 
NAS RESILIENCE 70 MS GURU. 


" - ■ * AND 89 TNE V 
VARUNA MISSILE > A 
COLUMN OP WATER. 


“ WITH TNE AONE9A 
MISSILE HE QTARTEP 
A E/RE... 


BN THE B NAUM A MISSILE 
HE ENTEREP INTO THE 
EARTH"* 


" B9 THE VAR A VIP MISSILE HE 
BROUGHT FORTH A OALE OP WIND, 
ANP B9 THE PARJANRA MISSILE , 
CLOUPS. 


/t '...ANP B9 THE X 
PARVATA MISSILE X| 
HE SET UP MOUNTAINS. 


** THEN WITH THE 
ANTARPHANA MISSILE 
HE MAPS H/MSELF 
INVISIBLE . 
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ENTER KARNA 


FOR A SPUR SECONP HE 
MAPE HtMSELF TALL ... 


• • ANP THEN THE 
NEXT /NSTANT 
SHORT . 


"NOW HE INAS ON THE WORE 
OP THE CHAR LOT. .. J- 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



• ■ AND FOUND THE MARK FOR TWEN TV- 
ONE OF N/S FLUNG ARROWS. /A/ ONE 
SNOT. /N TNE HOLLOW OF A SWINGING 
HORN, 


" THEN ARJUNA EXHIBITED ALL THE COMPLEX, 
MOVES IN FIGHTS WITH THE MACE AND 
THE SWORD. 


" WHEN THE EVENTS WERE ALMOST OVER. WHEN TH£ 
INTEREST HAD WANED AND WHEN THE MUSIC WAS 
STILLED THERE CAME FROM WE GATES THE SOUND 
OF THE SLAPPING OF ARMS. MIGHTY LIKE THE 
THUNDERBOLT SIGNIFYING IMMENSE STRENGTH , 
AND AT ONCE A THOUGHT PASSED THROUGH 
THE CROWD: i- 


ARE THE MOUNTAINS ^ 
CRACKING OR IS THE EARTH 
SPLITTING OR IS THE SKV 
ECHOING THE JOSTLE OR r 
HEAW CLOUPS? ^ 
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ENTER KARNA 



"THEN THE SPECTATORS TURNSP TOINARPS THE 
GATE. MEANWHILE THE PANPAUA& HAP TAKEN 
THE/R STANCE AROUNP PRONA: ANP THE 
KAORAl/AS ANP ASHWATTHAMA AROC/NP 
PURVOPHANA. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




THE M/GHTH WARRIOR TOOK IN THE 
WHOLE SCENE WITH HIS EVES -■ 


• • * /MAP BOWED, WITH SCANT RESPECT , TO 
PRONE AND KR/PA WHILE THE VAST ASSEMBLE, 
RESTLESS IN THEIR CURIOSITY VET STILL WITH 
ASTONISHMENT, THOUGHT: 


"ano the offspring of the sun. 

UNAWARE THAT ARJUNA WAS HIS 
BROTHER SA/P TO HIM IN A THUNDER¬ 
ING I/O ICE: 


0 ARJUNA, 90 NOT 
EXULT OVER HOUR FEATS. 
I SHALL PERFORM EACH 
ONE OF THEM WITH A 
FINE EXCESS. > 


"O MONARCH. NO SOONER HAD EARN A 
SPOKEN THAN THE SPECTATORS WERE UPON 
7HE/R FEET, PROPELLED BV SOME MACHINE 
AS IT WERE, DURVODHANA WAS PLEASED 
AND ARJUNA, EMBARRASSED AND ANGR9. 
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ENTER KARNA 


THEN KARNA, 

WITH PERMISSION 
FROM PRONA. PIP 
ALL THAT ARJUNA 





"AND, PEUGUTep, PURHODHANA HELP 
KARNA CLOSE AMO SAID TO MM: 


WELCOME,0 MIGHTH WARRIOR. IT IS W\ 
GOOP FORTUNE THAT HOU ARE WITH 
ME. I AM AT HOU R COMMAND ANP 
THE KINGDOM OF THE KURUS HOURS 
TO ENJOH. 




KARNA REPL/BP 


| TAKE HOUR 


it 


PURDOPHANA SAID: 


PARTAKE OP THE 



- 1 GOOD THINGS OF 

LIFE WITH ME. BE GOOP 
TO HOUR COMPANIONS 
ANP BRING POWN 
HOUR FOOT ON HOUR. 
. ENEMIES, 


WORDS AS ALREADY 
FULFILLEP. I LONG 
FOR A BOUT OF 
. COMBAT WITH 
\ ARJUNA; / 



' FEELING DISGRACED, ARJUNA SAID TO KARNA 
WHO STOOD LIKE A ROCK AMONGST THE BROTHERS- 


0 KARNA, SLAIN BH ME 
IN COMBAT, HOU SHALL GAIN 

-LM RESERVED FOR 

WP FOR THE 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



A 'ARNA REPLIED 


WH4 SPAR WITH 
WORDS LIKE THE WEAK? 
LET HOUR ARROWS SPEAK 
FOR HOU. AND I SHALL 
SEVER HOUR HEAP WITH 
MH ARROWS UNDER 
THE VERH WATCHFUL / 
EHE OF HOUR GURU, /\ 


PERMITTED BV PRONE) 


;uDuUOu r uUiyi- 


... fjRJUMf) STEPPED FORWARD FOR THE FIGHT 
AND RARNE) READIED HIS BOW AND ARROWS. 
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ENTER KARNA 




"THEN WITH STREAKS OF L/GHTN/NG AND THE 
RADIANT BON OF IN DR A, DARK CLOUDS CANE 
AND COVERED THE SKU AND PERCEIVING 
INDRA WATCHING THE ARENA WITH AFFECTION... 


" BESIDE KARNA WERE DURUODHANA 
AND HIS BROTHERS •.. 


-.-WHILE DRONA, RR/PA AND BHEESHMA 
WERE WITH ARJUNA. i- 




H, 


"■■--SURRA SCATTERED THE CLOUDS AROUND HIM . AND 
KARNA WAS BRILL lANTUi VISIBLE UNDER A BENIGN 
SUN WHILE ARJUNA STOOD SHADED fiV THE CLOUDS. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




"AND VIDURA, WITH THE HELP OF HER MAIDS 
REVIVED RUNT/ 89 SPRINKLING AROMATIC 
-Qk-- WATER ON HER- 


fr RUNT/ AWARE OF THE FACTS, FELL 
UNCONSCIOUS. 1---iTTST 


'on REGAINING CONSCIOUSNESS, RUNT/ SAW HER TWO BELLICOSE 
SONS AND BECAME AGITATED 
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ENTER KARNA 



THEN KRtPA, WHO KNEW WELL THE RULES OF DUELS 

SURVEYEP the contending warriors ready with 

BOW AND ARROWS AND SAID TORARNA: 


TH/S PANPAVA HERE iS 
THE THIRD SON OF HINT! 
AND IS OF THE KURU RACE 
HE WILL ENGAGE HOU IN 
. A DUEL. BUT--- 


ANP THEN ARJUNA MAH OR 
MAH NOT CHOOSE TO FIGHT 
WITH HOU. PRINCES NEVER 
FIGHT WITH MEN OF A 
v INFERIOR DESCENT S*- 


VOU TELL US OF 
WHICH ROHAL LINE HOU 
ARE ANP WHO HOUR 
FATHER ANP MOTHER 
. ARE. > 




IF ARJUNA WILL 
NOT FIGHT ONE WHO 
IS NOT A KING, I 
SHALL CROWN KARNA 
KING OF ANGA. 


" KARNA‘S FACE FEU AT KR!PA‘S WORDS LIRE A 
LOTUS FLOWER WILTING UNDER PELTING RAIN. 
AND PURHOPNANA SA/D:\ - . . —- 


" IT IS AVERREP THAT % 
MEN OF NOBLE PESCENT, 
MEN OF VALOUR ANP 

men mo command 

ARMIES CAN ASPIRE ^ 

^ to kingship. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




ANP PURUOPHANA SAtP TO MM 


f I LOOK 
FORWARD TO VOU (? 
STAUNCH FRIENDSHIP. 


WHAT MATCHING GIFT 
CAN I GIVE HOU IN 
RETURN FOR THE 
KINGDOM DONATED 
s TO ME s K ^ 


"AA/P KARNA 
3TUP: 


* THEN KARNA SAtP TO DURHODHANA: 


'AND HftPPf AT THE TORN OF EVENTS THE TWO 


AT THAT VERH MOMENT, KARNA WAS INSTALLED 
ON A SEAT OF GOLD AND CROWNED KING OF ANtfA, 
WITH CEREMONIAL GRAINS AND FLOWERS, B9 MEN 

WHO KNEW THE MANTRAS. ANP THE FOWL .- 

UMBRELLA WAS RAISEP OVER HIS HEAP 
WITH A BURST OF CHEERS OF APPROVAL. U" _ 
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ENTER KARNA 


' ANP then came a PHjrath a on 
THE SCENE, IN/TH MS CLOTHES ALL 
ASKEW, SUPPORT/NO MS TREMBLING, 
PERSP/R/NG SELF ON A STAFF. 


"AS SOON AS KARNA SAW HIM HE LEFT MS 
WEAPONS ANPi.. i- 



... IN FILIAL P/ETV, BOWEP MS HEAP 
WHICH WAS STILL WET FROM ANOINTING. 


" THE CHARIOTEER HELP HIS FOSTER-SON 
CLOSE ANP SHED TEARS OF JOY. 



HOU,0 SON OF A 
CHARIOTEER, DESERVE 
NOT DEATH AT THE HANDS 
OF ARJUNA. GO AND TAKE 
THE WHIP IN KEEPING 
„ WITH HOUR STATION.i J 


* BHEEMA, WATCHING THE EVENTS , TOOK 
KARNA TO BE THE CHARIOTEER'S OFFSPRING 
ANP SHIP IN WORPS OF SLIGHT ; 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



" PWROOPHANA THEN ROSE OP /N RAGE. LIRE 
AN ELEPHANT /N ROT, ANP ROAREP: 
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ENTER KARNA 



IF ANVONE HERE FINDS MH 
DOINGS FOR KARNA INTOLERABLE, 
LET HIM MOUNT HIS CHARIOT AND 
BEND HIS BOW TO GIVE ME 
v*. FIGHT. 


" THEN A OlFFUSEP MURMUR OF APPROVAL AROSE . PERVADING 
THE VAST ASSEMBLE. AND WITH IT THE SUN WENT DOWN. 
DURHOPHANA TOOK KARNA \S HAND AND LEO HIM A WAV HIS 
PATH LfT BV COUNTLESS LAMPS. 


ANP, 0 MONARCH, THE PANDAVAS ALONG WITH PRONA, 
KRIPA ANP BHEESHMA RETURNED TO THEIR HOMES. 

THE PEOPLE TOO CAME AWAH> SOME CLAIMING 
VICTORS FOR ARJUNAj SOME FOR KARNA ANP SOME FOR 
PURHODHANA. KUNTI WAS SEC RET L4 PLEASED AS SHE 
RECOGNIZED IN THE NEWLH-CROWNED KING OF ANGA 
HER SON KARNA. ANP HUDHISHTHIRA CAME A WAV WITH 
THE FIRM BELIEF THAT KARNA WAS THE ARCHER PAR 
EXCELLENCE. AS FOR DURVOPHANA, ARJUNA NO 
LONGER REMAINED A THREAT TO HIM, BECAUSE 
HE WAS REASSURED B4 KARNA‘S FRIENDSHIP. 
---> 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




I DEMANP AS N\H FEE , 
DRUPADA j THE KING OF 
PANCHALA OVERCOME IN 
BATTLE AND BROUGHT 
TO ME, X 


THEN FOUGHT THE PANCpALAS !N 
THE/P WAN' •* I- 


"• •, AND SURROUNDED THE CAPITAL OF prupada* 


WHEN ARJUNA SAW DURVODHANA AND H/S 
BROTHERS AND PARMA AND HURUTSU VH/NG 
WITH ONE ANOTHER 70 LEAD THE 
ATTACK, HE SAID TO PROM ft-. 


TWEV WILL NOT BE ABLE TO 
SE/ZE DRUPADA IN BATTLE. 
WE SHALL MOVE IN WHEN 
THEN HAVE EXPENDED 
THEIR ENEPOV 


“AND ARJUNA AND NTS BROTHERS 
WAITED OUTSIDE THE CITADEL . 


PERCEIINNG THE PANDAi/AS AND THE 
KAURAVAS TO BE COMPLETE WARRIORS, 
DRONA THOUGHT THE TIME HAD COME TO 
DEMAND THE TEACHER'S DUES . AND, 0 
MONARCH, HE SAID TO THEM ONE DAW: 


ACCEDING to THE DEMAND, THE 
PUGNACIOUS PRINCES MARCHED OUT 
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ENTER KARNA 




THE OTHER PRINCES t SPEEDING IN THEIR ' 
CAWALRV. BROKE WTO THE CiTV AND THUt 
MEANWHILE THE KING OF THE PANCHALAS, 
RUMBLE AND EVE/N0 THE MARCHING 


- AND ASSAILING THE KURUS FROM HIS WHITE CHARIOT, &MMWt& THM WITH A 
VOL LEV OF ARROWS. THEN DURVODHANA AND HIS BROTHER PUHSHASANAj STUNG TO 
THE QUICK SHOWERED ARROWS UPON THE ENEMH. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



THE MISHTN BOWMAN PRUPADA, THOUGH 
LACERATED, PETAL/ATEp W/TH FORCE, 


COURSING THROUGH THE BATTLEFIELD, 
LIKE A WHEEL OF FJRE, PRUPAPA 
SHROUDEP DURUODHANA, KARNA AND 
THE OTHER PRINCES WITH ARROWS. 


THOUGH HE WAS FIGHTING SINGLE HA NPEP, 

O MONARCH, THE BAPIDITH WITH IA/HICH HE 
MOVED, STRUCK TERROR AMONG THE KURUS. 
THEH THOUGHT THEH WERE FIGHTING NOT 
ONE BUT MANH PRUPAPAS. THE SHARP 
ARROWS OF THAT KING CAME FAST ANP 
FIERCE, TILL THE PANCHALAS IN THEIR 
HOMES, BEAT THE PRUMS ANP BLEW 
THE CONCHES OF VICTORS. 


"All THE CITIZENS NOUNG ANP OLD, RUSHEP OUT, ANP THEN 
RUPEE TNE/R LEON/NE ROAR TO THE RESONANCE OF THEIR 
BOW- STRINGS, AS THEN FELL UPON THE KAURAVAB, 



"ANP 7HE BATTLESCARRED RAURAVAB CAME 
INA/UNO TO THE PANPAt/AS.\ -' 


" WHEN THE PANPAVAS HEARP THE 
TERRIBLE LAMENT, THEN SALUTEP 
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ENTER KARNA 



' ACCOMPANIED THUS BV HIS BROTHERS J ARJUNA RUSHER FORTH 

AT THE ENEM'i FILLING THE LRNP WITH THE RUMBLE OF 

HIS CHARIOT. |---wttixiectW-£■ 


^nnrvLU 


THEN. KEEPING HUDHISHTHIRP 
OUT OF THE BATTLE, ARJUNA 
COMMISSIONED NAKULA AND 
SAHADEVA TO DEFEND HIS 
CHARIOT WHEELS; WHILE BHEEMA, 
ALWAVS AT THE FORE-FRONT, 
STOOD MACE IN HAND. 


r~v. 


r 






Wc 


"•• • AND MOUNTED THEIR CHARIOTS. 


" BHEEMA BROKE INTO THE PANCHALA RANKS LIKE A 
MIGHTV FISH PLUNGING INTO THE OCEAN WAVES. 
AND HE WENT STRAIGHT TO THE TROOP OF 
ELEPHANTS TO KILL THEM WITH HIS MACE. 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



‘MEANWHILE ARJUNA, INTENT ON PLEAS!NO HIS GURU 
MOVED TOWARDS PRUPADA, SHOOTING ARROWS AT 
MM CEASELESSLY t- 


" THEN THE PAHCHALAS , ROARING LIKE LIONS, ATTACKED ARJL/NA FROM ALL SIDES 

ENRAGED BY THE SHOUTS , HE STIFLED THEM r| -' 

WITH H/S NEVER-ENDING ARROWS, r™ - 1 \ 


<* THEN THE KING OF PANCHALA RACED 
TOWARDS ARJUNA, LIKE SHAM BARA, THE ASURA 
DIP TOWARDS >NDRA IN PAYS OF YORE. EVEN AS 
PRUPADA COVERED ARJUNA WITH ARROWS ... 


0 MONARCH, THE BATTLE 
BECAME TERRIBLE AI^P 
WONPROWS- IF TtlSRE WAS 
A GAP BETWEEN THE 
AIMING ANP DISPATCH OF 
ARJUNAlS ARROWS,THE 
OBSERVERS MISSEP IT. 
CHEERING SOU N PS MINGLEP 
WITH THOSE OF CHALLENGE. 
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ENTER KARNA 



"AS THE RING STOOP GROPING FOR 
ANOTHER BOW. ARJUNA A8ANP0NEP 
- o&jhk MB OWNs" |- 


•\../)NP FELLER HIS NORSES ANP CHARIOTEER 
WITH FIVE ARROWS. - ~Z^Z -- 


*■ ■ • THE PANDAM PRINCE CUT THE RING'S 
BOW, AND HIS FLAGQTAFP INTO TWO'" 



"... ONTO THAT OF HIS ENEMN-" 


"... UNSHEATHED HIS SWORD, AND 
ROARING LIRE A LION, LEAPT OUT OF 
HiG CHARIOT ... 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 



DRU PAPA .THE VALIANT KING. 

IS RELATED TO THE KURU HEROES 
THEREFORE, BHEEMA, PO NOT 4 
KILL HIS SOLPIERS, LET US ’ 
„ QO AND PM OUR A 

GURU PAKSHINA. /C* 


* ■ ■ AND CAPTURED Him. SEEING TUTS*.. 


* • ‘ THE PANCHALA ARMV FLED. ARJUNA WHO 
HAD PROVED HIS MIGHT TO ALL, LET OUT A 
ROAR- OF TRIUMPH-^ •. |- 


*• • AND MADE HIS RETURN. 


" THE PRINCES SEEING ARJUNA RETURNING THUS, 
BEGAN TO SLAV PRUPAPA'S MEN. 


0 MONARCH, WHEN 
arjuna RESTRAINEP 
HIM THUS, BHEEMA 
TURNED BACK THOUGH 
HIS LEARNING FOR 
BATTLE REMAINED 
UNFULFILLED. 


THEN ARJUNA SAIDt 
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ENTER KARNA 



AND THE PRINCES 
THEN OFFERED THE | 
CAPTIVE KING TO M 

THEIR GURU. ^ 


" PRQNA, SEEING PRPPAPA CAPTIVE, INPIGENT ANP 
NOM/IMTEP, ANP REMEMBERING THE RING'S EARLIER 
ARROGANCE, GRIP: i-«=—- 




I AM NOW 
GIVING HALF HOUR 
KINGDOM BACK TO 
VOU AS A GIFT> A KING, 
IT WAS SAID, COULD 
HAVE ONLY ANOTHER 
KING AS HIS FRIEND. 
THAT WAS WHY 
I STROVE FOR 
YOUR KINGDOM- 
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AMAR CHITRAKATHA 




AFTER THIS, 0 MONARCH,DRONA 
RELEASED THE KINS AND PRESENTED 
HIM WTH HALF HIS KINGDOM. PRUPADA, 
SAD IN MIND, CHOSE TO STAY IN THE 
Cl TV OF KAMPILYA IN THE PROVINCE 
OF MAKANDI , AND RULED OVER 
SOUTHERN PANCHALA UP TO THE RIVER 
CHARM AN WATI. 


THEN,CONVINCED THAT HIS 
KSHATRIYA MIGHT WAS NO 
MATCH AGAINST DRONA, 
PRUPADA wandered all OVER 
THE EARTH WITH THE HOPE 
OF OBTAINING A MIGHT*/SON. 


■wyrn *■ 




AND DRONA REIGNED gWIHi 
OVER THE LAND NAMED 
AHICHCHHATRA-THE LAND- ^ 

WON BY ARJUNA IN MlJS 
WAR AND BESTOWED iJgFff 
UPON HIS GURU. WITH 
ITS TOWNS AND ITS 
POPULACE. /1 






!%•’ ’• 






THUS ENDS THE SIXTH SESSION OF OUR RENDERING 
OF VA/SHAMPAHANA "S RECITAL OF t/YASA ‘S 
IMMORTAL /TINASA, THE MAHABHARATA, 


"PRUPADA SEETHED WtTH/N , BUT REPLIED { 

SUCH MAGNANIMITY IN 
ONE WHO IS VALIANT AND NOBLE J 
LIKE YOU, IS NOT SURPRISING, 
AM PLEASED WITH YOU, 
AND WISH TO HAVE YOUR 
LASTING FRIENDSHIP. 
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